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HERSHEY MILL SPORTS GROUP – FALL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 

 

The Fall Meeting of the Hershey’s Mill Sport Group (HMSG) was held on Wednesday, 

September 14 at 2:00 p.m. in the HM Community Center.  Don Evons, President, called the 

meeting to order.  Approximately 25 residents attended the meeting.   

Don made a motion to approve the Spring 2018 minutes.  The motion was approved and 2
nd

.  

Minutes were accepted as written. 

Don introduced and welcomed Karl Grentz (Glenwood Village).  The HM Master Association 

appointed Karl as HMSG’s liaison to our group.  Karl talked briefly and expressed that he was 

very interested and supportive of our group’s plans for Hershey’s Mill sports and was pleased 

that Ed McFalls appointed him as our Master Association Representative. He shared that MA is 

presently compiling addresses of agencies to notify in the event of an emergency. This followed 

a conversation regarding the purchase of a second AED. (see below) He confirmed that an 

elevator will be built in the community center and that a 2
nd

 pool table will be placed in the 

present billiard room, displacing the card tables.  HM Master Association is moving ahead with 

improvements throughout the community.  Presently there is a turnover of people coming into 

the Mill and most of them are young.  The younger group is making different demands and the 

MA is listening to their input since many of them are still working. 

 

Reade Nimick gave a brief Treasurer’s Report: 

Until HMSG shared the cost of the Courtside landscaping and Tennis court shades with the HM 

Master Association, there was $11,000 in our bank account.  Now there is $10,000.   

 

Don added that monies for our program have come from our social events, and business 

sponsors i.e. John Clark Reality and Wagner Realty, membership drive and fundraisers.  Other 

businesses are interested but we’re waiting until our new project plans are in place before 

inviting them.  Members are a source of funds: At the fall meeting the attendees 

overwhelmingly supported a volunteer contribution program of $10. In Spring John McGinty’s 

administered the fund raiser and received over $3000 from 20% of the HMSG membership.   
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Fall Social-Sharon Kope 

Sharon, the Fall Social Chairperson, reported on the progress being made on the HMSG Fall 

Social to be held on Saturday, September 29 from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the Hershey’s Mill 

Golf Club. Cost is $34 per person.  There will be a cocktail hour, buffet dinner and dancing to 

live music by the Bill Dibiase Group (Blackbird Society Orchestra).  Thirty items (3) valued 

over $4000 have been contributed for the silent auction: i.e  Gerhardt Appliances donated a 

$400 gas grill, an electrical company is offering electrical services, and one company is offering 

a Fireplace installation. In addition, various restaurants are offering meals.  At present 19 people 

have registered for the event.  We need 120 attendees for a ‘sell out’. 

 

Facilities Report-John DeVol 

1.Pickle ball courts 

John visited and played on the 12 new pickleball courts at Ocean City, NJ last summer and was 

impressed with their permanent nets.  Upon return he met with Jack and Don and suggested 

HMSG do likewise.  We recently bought new movable nets, but there were issues with our 

courts that needed addressing.  The lines were incorrectly placed and there was significant mold 

on courts by the woods.  A comprehensive redo was in store and permanent nets were included 

in the proposal.  Our courts have been cleaned, resurfaced to include a softer toping that is 

easier on the knees, properly lined and a soft net provided which separates play.  John knows of 

no other local pickle ball courts that compare to ours.  Perhaps we could sponsor a local 

championship. 

2: Bocce Area 

Bocce courts have now been resurfaced and the following items have been added: 

- new benches 

- new bulletin board 

- new fan for both pickleball and bocce areas 

- new clock and thermometer 

3. Shuffleboard courts 

A new shed previously used for another purpose was upgraded to accommodate the 

shuffleboard equipment. 

4.New Elevator for the Community Center 

The HM Master Association has approved this item.  This change will free up space on the 2
nd

 

floor for the bridge group and create space for a 2
nd

 pool table.  Hopefully the new space will 

allow competing pool clubs to play here at HM. 

A suggestion was made to spread a positive message about the addition of  the 

elevator to counteract negative responses to the change.  Older people need this service.  There 

are many people in HM that find climbing steps laborious and as a result miss meetings and 

classes that would enrich their lives. 
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5. Tennis 

Landscaping at the courts use to look like a high school area but new improvements have made 

the area beautiful.  HM Master Association has approved the building of another pavilion 

similar to the one we have.  This will be located between the 4
th
 and 5

th
 courts. Hershey’s Mill 

now is the home site for a USTA team, of which the majority are residents of The Mill. 

6. Fitness Center 

We continue to pursue our need for a Fitness Center here at HM.  Over the years as we 

presented the concept, we have noticed the resistance to the idea is dwindling. Barb Matheson 

and Barbara Trimble have looked for places where a Fitness Center could be located and will 

prepare their report for a future meeting. 

We are the only 55+ community in the area without a Fitness Center.  As 55+ communities are 

developed in Delaware and Pennsylvania, their advertisements always include an announcement 

that they have a Fitness Center.  There comes a time as we age when we can no longer 

participate in active sports such as Tennis, pickleball, or golf team sports.  For them and for the 

aging sport members who some day find themselves unable to do so, a fitness center will be 

available for exercise.  Exercise is now recognized as the first line of medication for our bodies 

thereby making a fitness center an absolute must for any 55+ community. Presently there is a 

50% significant turnover of people living at HM and new residents are younger and demand 

facilities that keep them healthy. 

 

A motion was made to purchase a second AED which would be located at or nearer to the 

courts.  A debate challenging the need for a second one ensued which was based on cost and the 

fact that the present one had never been used.  The suggestion for better signage; of where the 

present one is located and how to get to it.  The topic was tabled (See Grentz above). The 

subject was tabled. 

 

Membership Drive for 2019 

John McGinty summarized the success of our membership drive for 2018 and recommended 

that the same approach be taken for 2019.  Starting in January and continuing through Spring, 

emails will be sent to HM residents asking for their financial support of the HMSG.  Last year 

20% of the HMSG members donated an average of $30 each with an additional $10 coming 

from non-residents.  Larger donations of $100 or more came from a few people.  This netted 

$3000 from 140 participants over the 4 months that it ran. 

 

Clothing Sales 

Last year’s sales netted a profit of $15.50 for each shirt sold.  More styles and colors were 

added for consideration for the 2019 season i.e. golf shirts, long sleeved shirts, embroidered 

visors and golf hats, and water bottle w/HMSG logo. 

In 2018 hats will be the product of choice. 
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Addendum to HMSG By-Laws 

The purpose of the addendum, a copy of which was distributed to all present, is to establish 

controls over the funds in our banking account.  This is necessary as the amount of funds 

increase.  Don made a motion to accept the addendum.  Barbara Trimble affirmed the motion 

and it was 2
nd

 by Seth French.  Motion passed. 

 

How we spent last year’s funds in the HMSG Banking Account and our thoughts for 

spending in 2019: 

What are we doing with this money?  To date the following equipment has been purchased with 

the HM Master Association contributing their share: 

1. New Score Board for Tennis area $500 ($300 (MA) 

2. Fan for Pickleball court   $800 ($600 (MA) 

3. Landscaping around Tennis Cts. $1000 from HMSG 

(This is being done in two stages) 

4. Pavilion between courts 4 & 5  $2000 from HMSG (but costs will be 

higher) 

Future Spending 

1.The Master Association didn’t approve an additional defibrillator.  They were concerned that: 

 it was not weather proof. 

 We should consider that HMSG’s reaction time to reaching the defibrillator is equivalent 

to the timing hospital staff take to get their equipment onto a person.   

 A 2
nd

 one doesn’t seem necessary since the one we have never has been used.  !!! 

 What about training for using the unit?  Instructions are listed on the front of the panel. 

  At present the only people trained to use the defibrillator are the pool staff and people 

who attend Barbara Trimble’s CPR training. (Not verified, since anyone who has taken 

CPR course (regardless of where) gets AED introductions. 

  HM Security staff can’t be trained as this is not part of their responsibilities. 

 It’s vital to know that the equipment cannot be used if the person’s heart is beating. If it 

is, applying the defibrillator could kill them. AED will not fire! 

 

Steps have to be taken to protect the machine i.e: 

-regular maintenance to insure the batteries are charged 

-placement in a waterproof, heated room (possibly the Cove) 

Suggestion was made to create signs throughout the sporting area which direct people to the 

location of the defibrillator.  Who will make these signs? These issues are to be taken to the MA 

BOD by Karl Grentz. 
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New Business 

- A suggestion was made to add a Fitness Center to the HMSG 2019 list of 

 “improvements needed”. A suggestion was made to approach each president to 

 encourage their vote for a fitness center. 

-Lights are needed for night use of the Tennis and Pickleball courts. 

-John DeVol mentioned that Don Evons will be retiring next Fall as the HMSG 

 President.  Is anyone going to replace him?   Few people if any want to give the 

 amount of time to the position that Don has given.  The Masters Association need 

 to consider a paid position for his replacement and this suggestion has to be taken 

 seriously.  The vote for creating this position is in the hands of the 23 Village 

 presidents, but first the BOD.. 

-two fans are needed for the Tennis/Pickle Ball courts instead of one. Don asked for volunteer 

to promote the second fan idea; none stepped forward. 

-sign is needed with “Rules of the Court.”  One of the rules needs to be “no spitting 

on courts.” 

 

Don concluded the meeting by reminding everyone that the 2019 HMSG Spring Meeting on 

May 22 at 4:00 p.m. will be conducted in a different manner. It is called “Vision Quest 1720”, 

since it is designed to attract all 1720 homes residents. 

 

- The management meeting will be combined with a Social.  Free wine 

cheese, beer will be available to residents.  Activity Leaders will provide a 

Trade Show atmosphere consisting of hosting tables illustrating their sports 

events.  This is done in an effort to inform people of what HMSG is doing and how to 

access the various sports. The Digest has offered to donate a free page to promote the 

event.  This is justified because the event is designed to appeal to all 2400 residents who 

live in The Mill. 

 

Don made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tom Fant seconded the motion.  Meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

 

Roseanne M. Havird, Secretary 


